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Potassium phosphonate is a cost-effective chemical for reducing the impact of Phytophthora 

cinnamomi. It can be applied as a soil drench, foliar spray, trunk spray or pressurized trunk 

injection. Phosphonate concentrations in roots are maintained at high levels for a longer time 

when applied as injections. Injections are the best way to rejuvenate severely affected trees. 

Timing in relation to tree phenology is crucial in obtaining maximum levels and persistence of 

phosphonate in roots. Current studies have shown that for maintaining tree health, single 

annual injections made after leaf and root flushing are complete, give a high root 

concentration of phosphonate that persists for 12 months. As wound damage to trunks from 

injections is of concern to some growers, experiments are underway where organo-silicate 

bark penetrants have been added to potassium phosphonate to increase absorption from 

trunk sprays. 

 
 
 


