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The taxonomic and ecologic study of 85 Mexican thysanoptera species inhabiting floral and foliar
structures of avocado trees, was carryed out herein. A total of 74 species (87.05%) are phy-
tophagous (on flowers and leaves), ten  (11.76%) are natural predators of thrips and acari, where-
as one (1.17%) is mycophagous in litter. Of the phytophagous species, 71 belong into the Subor-
der Terebrantia, Thripidae, in 12 genera as follows: Arorathrips (1 sp.), Aurantothrips (1 sp.), Calio-
thrips (3 spp.), Exophthalmothrips (1 sp.), Frankliniella (30 spp.), Heliothrips (1 sp.), Heterothrips
(2 spp.), Leucothrips (2 spp.), Microcephalothrips (1 sp.), Neohydatothrips (6 spp.), Scirtothrips
(22 spp.) and Thrips (1 sp.).

In contrast, only three species belong into Suborder Tubulifera, Phlaeothripidae: Haplothrips (1 sp),
Karnyothrips (1 sp) and Pseudophilothrips (1 sp). From the predatory species, seven belong into
Suborder Terebrantia, Aeolothripidae: Aeolothrips (2 spp.) Franklinothrips (3 spp.); Thripidae:
Scolothrips (2 spp.), whereas three belong into Suborder Tubulifera, Phlaeothripidae: Leptothrips
(1 sp), Trybomia (2 spp.). From the Phytosanitary point of view, only four genera are very impor-
tant: Frankliniella (9 spp.), Neohydatothrips (2 spp.), Scirtothrips (14 spp.) and Pseudophilothrips
(1 sp.). The rest of the genera and their species (specially Frankliniella, Neohydatothrips and Scir-
tothrips), can be considered as incidental visitors. Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis apparently  was
eradicated from avocado trees in Coatepec Harinas, Mexico. Franklinothrips orizabensis Johansen
up to the present time become the most important predative species on Scirtothrips perseae in
California, U.S.A., because its life cycle was finally studied and this allowed the rearing of the
species under laboratory conditions; finally it has being successfully liberated within avocado
orchards in California, U.S.A. 

In the near future, the species number recorded herein, will be increased when several Frankliniel-
la and Scirtothrips species in process of taxonomic study, will be finally described.
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