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Abstract 
 
 The Italian Ministry of Agriculture and the Sicilian Regional Government have promoted 
two projects to try avocado in several areas of southern Italy. Experimental orchards have been 
established in Sicily (7), Calabria (2), Sardinia (2) and Basilicata (1). 
 Many varieties are under observation. The most promising seem to be: Reed, Hass, Gwen 
(group A), and Bacon (group B). 
 In Sicily, Calabria and southern Sardinia suitable areas for avocado are located along the 
coast, where lemon is grown. But, in some of these areas, low temperatures during flowering 
affect fruit-set. 
 Another serious obstacle to grow avocado in Sicily is the poor quality (high chlorine content) 
of some irrigation water. 
 At the present only 13-15 hectars of commercial orchards exist in Sicily. 
 
Introduction 
 
 Avocado was first introduced in Sanremo (Italian Riviera) by prof. Calvino, in 1909. Later 
on, several introductions followed and a few avocado trees have been grown here and there for 
ornamental purpose. 
 In Italy, at present there is a decline of the lemon culture, due to commercial reasons. 
Avocado could partially replace lemon along the coast of Sicily and other southern regions of 
Italy. 
 The Italian avocado consumption is one of the lowest in Europe (only 25-30 g per capita) and 
the fruit are totally imported (mainly from Israel and Spain). This import could be reduced by a 
local production, but farmers do not seem to be interested in such culture. It is also due to the 
fact that there is a lack of knowledge on the behaviour of the varieties and their management. 
 This is the reason why the Italian Ministry of Agriculture along with the Sicilian Region 
Government have launched two research projects to evaluate the possibility of growing avocado 
in some coastal areas of southern Italy. 



Material and method 
 
 Several experimental orchards have been located in different regions: Sicily (7), Calabria (2), 
Sardinia (4), Campania, Basilicata, Lazio (1) (fig. 1) 
 Institutions which deal with these projects are listed in tab. 1. 
 The varieties tested are reported in tab. 2. 
 Observations are carried out on biology, cultural practices, productivity, fruit characteristics, 
storability, processing, pest and disease. Micropropagation is also studied. 
 
Results 
 
 First results show a better behaviour of Reed, Hass, Gwen (A) and Bacon (B). Main 
constrains are: water salinity (mainly in Sicily) and low temperature during the flowering period 
(the early blooming varieties, such as Fuerte, are the most damaged). The delay in reaching a 
competitive commercial production (4-5 years) and a low yield per hectare are other important 
factors to take into account for commercial growing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


