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Panel 4. Salinity Management Panelist Biographies

David Crowley
Dept. Environmental Sciences, University of California
Riverside, CA 92521
Tel.: (909) 787-3785
crowley@ucracl.ucr.edu
David Crowley's research is primarily concerned with soil microbiology and plant microbial interac-
tions. He works on microbiological indicators of soil quality, bioremediation of soil contaminants, and
plant and microbial uptake of metals. Previous research on avocado by Crowley's group has exam-
ined zinc nutrition of avocado and comparison of different methods for zinc fertilization. Ongoing
studies are comparing the salt tolerance of avocado rootstocks.

Ben Faber
University of California Cooperative Extension, Ventura County
669 County Square Dr., Suite 100, Ventura CA 93003

Tel.: (805) 645-1462

bafaber@ucdavis.edu
Ben is one tough guy. He can sling a bag around his neck and pick with the best of them. He has
worked on avocado thrips and persea mite biology and control, root and crown rots, iron chlorosis,
and irrigation and salinity management. He covers avocado and other subtropical crops in Ventura
and Santa Barbara Counties.

Avraham Meiri
Institute of Soils, Water and Environmental Sciences, The Volcani Center
P.O. Box 6, Bet-Dagan, Israel 50250

Tel.: 972-3-9683885

vwmria@agri.gov.il
Born in 1932 in Israel. Married with three children. Research Scientist since 1959 at the ARO, Insti-
tute of Soils and Water Dept. of Irrigation and stress physiology, The Volcani Center. Head of the
Department 1985-1992, Research scientist A+ (The equivalent of full Professor). Areas of major in-
terest: Irrigation of field, vegetable and fruit crops with fresh, saline and sewage water - taking ad-
vantage of temporal and spatial variations of stress to facilitate irrigation management of sustainable
agriculture under limited fresh water and increased brackish water supply. Participate in studies of
Avocado response to N levels in the irrigation water and interactions of water salinity, irrigation sys-
tem and management; mainly in the relations between fertigation management and the soil solution
composition.

James D. Oster
Dept. of Environmental Sciences, University of California

Riverside, CA 92521

Tel.: (909) 787-5100

james.oster@ucr.edu
Dr. Oster's research interests include: environmental impacts of irrigated agriculture, soil, water, and
crop management to minimize environmental impacts, use of saline/sodic drainage waters for irriga-
tion of tree and forage crops, water quality impacts on soil and crop productivity, salinity and sodicity
impacts on infiltration and soil tilth, irrigation system profitability, saline and sodic soil reclamation.
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Dr. Joseph Shalhevet
Institute of Soils, Water and Environmental Sciences, The Volcani Center
P.O. Box 6, Bet-Dagan, Israel 50250

josephs@netvision.net.il
Soil and water scientist with specific interests in plat-water-salinity relationship. Involved in irrigation,
salinity and drainage research since 1958, following studies at UC Berkeley and Cornell University.
Initiated and participated in experiments on salinity and water management of avocado. From 1986
to 1990 was the director of the Israel Agricultural Research Organization (ARO) and Chief Scientist
of the Israel Ministry of Agriculture. Before that was the director of the Institute of Soils and Water of
ARO. From 1990 to 1992 served as director of the Liaison Office in Beijing, China of the Israel Acad-
emy of Sciences and Humanities.

Michael C. Shannon
Director / Research Leader U.S. Salinity Lab, ARS, USDA
450 W. Big Springs Road
Riverside, CA 92507-4617
Tel. (909) 369-4815

Director of the U.S. Salinity Laboratory, Riverside, California, and Research Leader of the Plant Sci-
ence Research Unit. Directs the research activities of 16 scientists in the areas of soil, water, and
plant management, assessment and modeling for crop production under saline conditions. As a Re-
search Geneticist, conducts basic research to find intraspecific differences in salt tolerance and to
discover genetic and physiological mechanisms of salt tolerance in plants. Develops methods to ac-
curately identify and measure differences in salt tolerance and to determine methods by which differ-
ences in salt tolerance can be rapidly selected and genetically transferred.

Miriam Zilberstaine

Erez St., Pardes-Hanna, 37000, Israel
Tel.: 972-6-6377815
mirzil@netvision.net.il

Benjamin Zur
Agricultural Engineering Dept., Technion
Haifa ,Israel, 32000
Tel.: 972 4-8293623
agrzurb@tx.technion.ac.il

My research interests are as follows: Scientific aspects of irrigation, controlled irrigation, water use
efficiency of agricultural crops and urban plants, development of irrigation systems friendly to the
environment. Computer simulation of soil-water-plant-atmosphere systems.
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