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Panel 3.  Canopy Management Panelist Biographies 
 
 

Tom Davenport 
University of Florida, TREC 

18905 SW 280 St. 
Homestead, FL 33031 
Tel.: (305) 246-7019 

tldav@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
My research interests in reproductive physiology of tropical fruit trees include flowering and fruit set 
mechanisms in citrus, mango, lychee, longan, carambola, and avocado.  I have focused on avocado 
pollination because of its potential impact on fruit set and the disparity from classic dogma that the 
results in Florida have displayed.  My research has determined that in humid climates, self-
pollination is the norm in avocado flowers with pollen transfer usually occurring within flowers during 
the second floral opening.  It leads to the conclusion that although the avocado has evolved an ele-
gant mechanism to promote outcrossing, self-pollination is also available to perpetuate the species, 
depending upon environmental conditions. 

 
 

Reuben Hofshi 
Del Rey Avocado Co. 

1260 S. Main St., Fallbrook, CA  92028 
Tel.: (760) 728-8325 

rhofshi@cts.com 
Reuben Hofshi is a California grower and packer who is interested in innovation and sharing of in-
formation through international collaboration.  He plans to promote modern avocado horticulture 
among indigenous populations.  He is particularly interested in the concepts of high density planting, 
making clonal propagation economical, pollination and increasing productivity through innovative 
farming practices.  He is currently the Chair of the Production Research Committee. 
 
 

Cliff Lahav 
Kibbutz Sha’ar Hagolan 

D.N. Jordan Valley 15145 Israel 
Tel.: 972-6-6677342 

cliff_lv@shaar-hagolan.co.il 
Cliff Lahav is an Extension Advisor in Interior Valley Region  (Sea of Galilee) in Israel. My previous 
experience was as a farmer in the avocado orchard at my home, Kibbutz Sha’ar Hagolan, for 15 
years. My work has been focused on orchard canopy management, irrigation trials and new cultivar 
introductions. Also I have been interested in effects of growth regulators on crop yield and tree 
growth. 
 
 

Xuan Liu 
U.S. Salinity Lab, ARS, USDA 

450 W. Big Springs Road 
Riverside, CA 92507-4617 

Tel. (909) 342-4932 
XLIU@ussl.ars.usda.gov 

My recent research interest in avocado focuses on understanding the controls of overall tree growth, 
and fruit development, maturation and ripening by carbohydrate production, partitioning and metabo-
lism under different field climatic and management conditions. Specifically, we have investigated the 
tree seasonal carbohydrate fluctuation in relation to its growth cycling; leaf development and photo-
synthetic efficiency in response to stressing factors; carbohydrate transportation, accumulation and 
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utilization in determining fruit growth and ripening; biosynthetic pathways of carbon 7 sugars, D-
mannoheptulose and its polyol, perseitol. Our ongoing avocado projects include assessing canopy 
profiles of carbon production and water consumption, regulating fruit ripening and elucidating its 
mechanism. 
 
 

Simon Newett 
Queensland Horticulture Institute, Maroochy Research Station 

PO Box 5083 SCMC 
NAMBOUR, QLD, Australia 

Tel.: 61 7 54412211 
newetts@prose.dpi.qld.gov.au 

 
 

Itzak Regev 
Yad-Natan, Akko 
M.P. Ahsrat  2512 

Tel.: 972-4-9853046 
itsreg@netvision.net.il 

I am an Extension Specialist for Subtropical Fruits in the Western Galilee in Israel.  My main interest 
within the field of avocado is selection and introduction of new types to become new varieties. I am 
helping Emi Lahav in this project, doing much of the field work.  My other interest is rootstocks and 
matching rootstocks to varieties.  I have an interest and I am dealing with many types of exotic fruits 
and trying to establish these among the growers in order to diversify the subtropical fruit industry in 
my region and throughout Israel. 
 
 

Piet Stassen 
Infruitec (Fruit Vine and Wine Research Institute) 

Helshoogteweg, Stellenbosch, South Africa 
Tel.: 021 - 809 3375 
piet@infruit.agric.za 

Piet Stassen is currently the Division Manager for Crop Management at the ARC-ITSC.  He has six-
teen years experience as a researcher in the deciduous fruit industry, 7 years as University lecturer 
in Horticulture, and 6 years as Research Manager for Horticulture and Physiology of tropical and 
subtropical crops.  He has specialized in horticulture and plant physiology (tree training and manipu-
lation, rootstocks, light management, energy requirements, nutrient metabolism and allocation physi-
ology).  As a researcher in avocados for the last 6 years he as authored or co-authored 25 publica-
tions on avocado cultivation and physiology and has given 28 lectures on these subjects. 
 
 

Grant Thorp 
HortResearch, Mt. Albert Research Centre 
Private Bag 92-169, Aukland  New Zealand 

Tel.: 64-9-8154200 
gthorp@hort.cri.nz 

 
 

Jan Toerien 
Avodata 

P.O. Box 137, West Burleigh, Queensland  Australia  4219 
Tel/Fax: 961-7-5567138 

avodata@ozemail.com.au 
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Nigel Wolstenholme 

Horticultural Science, School of Agricultural Sciences and Agribusiness 
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg 

Private Bag X 01, Scottsville  3209, South Africa 
Tel.: 27 331  455 517 

wolstenholme@hort.unp.ac.za 
Nigel Wolstenholme has been involved in avocado research since 1977.  His field of interest has 
been the yield problem, and tree ecophysiology.  Manipulation of trees to improve sustainable yield 
of quality fruit has been the focus of interest.  He is one of 3 editors and a contributor to the CABI 
scientific text on avocado to be published during 2000. 
 


