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Panel 2. Plant Nutrition Panelist Biographies

Jonathan Cutting
Avocado Industry Council
109 Oliver Road, RD 1
Tauranga, New Zealand
Tel.: 64-7-5524793
jonathancutting@xtra.co.nz
Jonathan has 15 years experience as an avocado researcher in South Africa. Initial interests were
postharvest fruit quality, preharvest effects on postharvest quality and growth regulation. Other later
research interests were sink source relationships and dominance effects in the flower panicle and the
dominance effects between vegetative and reproductive flushing and canopy manipulation. Jonathan
emigrated to New Zealand in 1993. More recently his research thrust has been into avocado nutrition
using a DRIS based approach. Jonathan is presently the CEO of the New Zealand avocado industry
and takes responsibility for the industry research program.

Carol Lovatt
Dept. of Botany and Plant Sciences, University of California

Riverside, CA 92521

Tel.: (909) 787-4663

carol.lovatt@ucr.edu
Basic and applied research on the regulation of flowering, fruit set and fruit development of the avocado;
development of practical methods for improving avocado production and reducing alternate bearing us-
ing fertilization and plant growth regulators.

Simon Newett
Queensland Horticulture Institute, Maroochy Research Station
PO Box 5083 SCMC
NAMBOUR, QLD, Australia
Tel.: 61 7 54412211
newetts@prose.dpi.gld.gov.au

Piet Stassen
Infruitec (Fruit Vine and Wine Research Institute)
Helshoogteweg, Stellenbosch, South Africa

Tel.: 021 - 809 3375

piet@infruit.agric.za
Piet Stassen is currently the Division Manager for Crop Management at the ARC-ITSC. He has sixteen
years experience as a researcher in the deciduous fruit industry, 7 years as University lecturer in Horti-
culture, and 6 years as Research Manager for Horticulture and Physiology of tropical and subtropical
crops. He has specialized in horticulture and plant physiology (tree training and manipulation, root-
stocks, light management, energy requirements, nutrient metabolism and allocation physiology). As a
researcher in avocados for the last 6 years he as authored or co-authored 25 publications on avocado
cultivation and physiology and has given 28 lectures on these subjects.



Nigel Wolstenholme
Horticultural Science, School of Agricultural Sciences and Agribusiness
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg
Private Bag X 01, Scottsville 3209, South Africa
Tel.: 27 331 455517
wolstenholme@hort.unp.ac.za

Nigel Wolstenholme has been involved in avocado research since 1977. His field of interest has been
the yield problem, and tree ecophysiology. Manipulation of trees to improve sustainable yield of quality
fruit has been the focus of interest. He is one of 3 editors and a contributor to the CABI scientific text on

avocado to be published during 2000.

24



