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The avocado root rot fungus, Phytophthora cinnamomi, also attacks many other plants. 
In 1952 we published a list of the plants that the fungus was known to attack at that time 
(3); this is a revision of that list, with the addition of 85 host plants. 
The new list includes 207 plants, in 97 different genera, and includes a very wide range 
of plants. Included are such diverse types of plants as conifers (pines, cypress, juniper, 
incense cedar and others), many broadleaved trees such as Eucalyptus, chestnut, oak, 
walnut, sycamore; fruit trees including avocado, peach, pear, apricot; tropical plants 
such as pineapple, papaya, macadamia; many woody ornamental plants (azale, hether, 
camellia, rhododendron,), and a wide variety of others. 
In the case of avocado, this fungus primarily invades and rots the small feeder roots. It 
can cause other types of diseases on other plants, however, including rot of large roots, 
cankers on trunks and stems, and fruit rots. 
Phytophthora cinnamomi has been described from many regions: Australia, New 
Zealand, Malayan archipelago; North, Central, South America and Mexico; the 
Caribbean, South Africa, some Pacific Islands (Fiji. New Guinea, Ponape), England, 
southern Europe, and U.S.S.R. (Caucasus). It is generally restricted to the tropical or 
warmer temperate regions of the world. The first description was on cinnamon trees in 
Sumatra in 1922 (2). 
The fungus was first reported from the United States in 1930;; this was on 
rhododendron nursery plants in New Jersey (6). In the 1930's it was described as the 
cause of root diseases of chestnut, chinkapin, red pine, and several types of coniferous 
and broadleaved nursery stock in the southeastern United States (1). 
The fungus was first reported on avocado in Puerto Rico in 1929, where it caused 
severe root rot (4). It was first isolated from California in 1942 (5), although reports 
indicate that the disease had been present in California for many years prior to that. The 
avocado root rot fungus has since then been isolated from avocado in most of the 
avocado-producing countries of the world; Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil. Chile, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Fiji, Honduras. Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, St. Croix, 
South Africa, Trinidad, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (Ponape), and Venezuela. 
Following is a list of the plants attacked by P. cinnamomi. In the case of entries starred 
with a single star (*), the fungus has been reported only on nursery stock. In the case of 
entries starred with two stars (**), the susceptibility of that plant has been established by 



means of artificial inoculation; the fungus has not been found on those plants under 
natural conditions. 
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